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Mont Blanc Group 

AIGUILLE NOIRE DE PETERET, 3780 m. 12,402 ft. By the S.E. arete 
attained from theW. August 1- 2, 1935. Mlle. N. Pietrasanta and 
Signor G. Boccalatte. 

A very full and picturesque account will be found in R.M. 1936, 
pp. 8-14, .excellently illustrated with a tracing of the approximate line 
of ascent. 

After many attempts involving several bivouacs and a great ex
penditure of spikes, the party achieved the climb from the Gamba 
hut by crossing the Fresnay Glacier and attacking the N.W. corner of 
the peak's great western precipice, i.e. in the direction of the Dames 
Anglaises.· An extremely steep chimney is climbed from the glacier, 
following which other chimneys and ledges lead under the great 
vertical rampart of the peak's upper third. The face was eventually 
traversed to the S. by further ledges and the S.E. arete attained 
apparently above the so-called Pointe Welzenbach, ca. 3350 m ., whence 
the arete was followed to the top. 

The climb, largely artificial, leads over terribly exposed and most 
difficult terrain throughout. On attaining the crest . of the S.E. arete 
' ... considered formerly [that is, a year or two ago] of extreme 
severity, how easy it appeared after what we had encountered on the 
~. face . . . ' [!] 

AIGUILLE DU GEANT, 4014 m. = 13,170 ft. By the S. face. July 28, 
1935. Herren R. Leiss and H. Burggasser. 

Full details of this ' climb,' accomplished entirely by nail and pulley 
methods, will be found in CE.A.Z., November 1935, p. 278. The party 
do not hesitate to declare it to be of the ' + 7 handicap ' variety, or 
' surpassing the possibilities of human endeavour.' This ' ascent ' we 
have no hesitation in declaring to be the worst profanation yet inflicted 
on any peak in theW estern Alps. · 

AIGUILLE DU GEANT, 4014 m. = 13-,170 ft. By theN. face. July 24, 
1935. Miss M. R. FitzGibbon with Joseph Georges le skieur ; Mr. 
G. R. Speaker with Camille Tournier. 

We left the Torino hut at 05.20 and gained the S. foot of the Aiguille 
at o6.25. From the breakfasting place we ascended a snow slope to 
the snow arete connecting our Aiguille with the Aguille de Rochefort. 
Traversing back along this arete to a point directly underneath the 
Geant, we roped down an ice slope to the N., leaving the rope fixed 
round an ice axe stuck in the arete ; descending further on steep and 
loose rock, we reached a forked chimney lower down on the Aiguille. 
Choosing the right-hand branch, we climbed up to a shoulder where 
there is a stick planted upright in the rock as a guide. From here 
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there is a wide step across on to the N.E. arete. We now traversed 
to the right for about 30 ft. across the N. face ; then climbed a crack 
to rejoin the arete, which was followed for about roo ft. as far as a 
definite break in the arete. The climb now becomes harder. We 
traversed 20 ft. to the right to a vertical crack where a piton has been 
inserted ; this crack is difficult for about I 2 ft. Then followed a 
delicate traverse to the right; after this we climbed up to a corner, 
above which 8o ft. of difficult slabs took us to an ice slope of perhaps 
70 o . Then up vertical rocks to an overhang ; surmounting this, 
Georges cut steps diagonally upwards across another ice slope for about 
Ioo ft. We had hoped to finish the climb by ascending the left-hand 
of the two parallel couloirs which descend from the gap between the 
two summits as this is supposed to be the harder of the two routes. 
However it was filled with ice, so we traversed to the right round a 
corner and gained the right-hand couloir which is not difficult ; we 
climbed 50 ft. to the gap between the summits, finishing the climb up 
theN. face to the N.E. summit. We descended over the S.W. summit 
by the ordinary route. 

The Aiguille du Geant by the N. face is a most enjoyable climb, 
which seems to be seldom accomplished. The rock is excellent, while 
the exposure and views are superb. The climb can be started lower 
down on the N. face, but it is an advantage to be able to leave most of 
the luggage behind, which is only possible if the Rochefort approach 
is taken. Also one gets the best of the climbing on the N. face by this 
route, as the angle is less steep lower down. 

T£mes: 
Rifugio Torino . . . dep. 05.20 
Foot of Aiguille . . . . o6 .2 5 
Stick on epaule . . . . 09.10 
N.E. summit . . . 11.40, dep. 12.45 
Foot of Aiguille . . . . 14.30 
Glacier . . . . . 16.45 
Requin hut . . . . . I 8.30 
Montenvers . . . . arr. 20.40 

See note by Captain Farrar in A.J. 39· 365 : our route certainly 
seemed to follow the direction of the sketch, Kurz, 1935, p. 255, 
although I remember Georges saying that one could also keep nearer 
to the arete. 

AIGUILLE DU PLAN, 3673 m. = 12,051 ft. By the E. arete. July 22, 
I 93 5. Same party. 

[The E. arete of the Aiguille du Plan was first ascended by Captain 
V. J. E. Ryan with Franz and Josef Lochmatter on June 20, 1906. 
The second ascent was made on July 24- 25, 1927, by Messrs. F. S. 
Smythe and J. H. B. Bell, who followed Ryan's route to the top, with 
a forced bivouac.1 MM. Andre Roch and R. Greloz claim to have made 

1 A.J. 39· 318-20; 40. 58-61, with illustration; 408. They do not seem 
to have followed the lower part of Ryan's route. 
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the third ascent on August 27, 1933, although they did not climb the 
top portion of the actual Ryan route, being forced off the arete by the 
difficulties near the top. The climb was completed by a variation on 
the left. Another ascent is claimed on July 6, 1935.2] 

On July 18 our party went up to the fixed bivouac above the Glacier 
d'envers de Blaitiere. There was a thunderstorm that night, and we 
lay and watched the lightning through the roof, dodging raindrops 
and trying to keep warm. The climb was out of the question on the 
next day and we descended to Montenvers. On the 2oth the guides 
left Montenvers at oz.oo, and went up to the icefall below the arete to 
prospect a route. Speaker and I followed in the afternoon but torren
tial rain fell again for some hours, and the gt!-ides came back about 
17.00 when we returned to Montenvers. 

On July 21 we again reached the refuge; leaving at 03.30 on the 22nd 
we found the glacier steep and much crevassed. We crossed the main 
bergschrund there seem to be three to the right of the great couloir 
falling from the Col du Pain de Sucre. Ascending two difficult grey 
granite chimneys I think that owing to their colour they must have 
been actually in the schrund, and all the rest of the arete was weathered 
to the ordinary reddish colour we found that without much difficulty 
we could traverse upwards to the right on the rocks of the E. arete, 
and eventually reached the rappel ring used for descending into the 
couloir Plan-Crocodile on the route to the Col du Caiman from the 
Glacier d'envers de Blaitiere. Leaving this below us we turned up 
that couloir keeping far up on the left, away from the floor of the couloir. 
Both these couloirs are very dangerous and it is imperative to keep well 
out of them. There was ice in the couloir and much loose rock. 
Climbing up the left wall, we reached the arete at 07.20. 

There was a large platform, where we rested and had a meal. An 
oblique crack curved up in front of us ; the climb had really started. 
After about thirteen steps consisting of cracks and chimneys, a difficult 
slab slopes off up to the right ; round the corner at the top of this a 
traverse on ice leads back to the crest of the arete.3 A vertical over
hanging crack bars the way directly up the arete, and it is necessary to 
descend a few feet to the left. Thence a very severe wall is climbed. 
Georges stood in turn on the heads of two axes jammed into a minute 
crack on the right, then on Tournier's head, before he could get his 
fingers into the crack. We were able to arrange a belay here for the 
leader and second man; this is one of the hardest steps on the climb. 
Then a descent on the S. side for a few feet led us to a long chimney 
which landed us on some jammed blocks back once more on the arete. 
A holdless wall barred the way. Georg.es took a shoulder and leaped 
into a chimney running to the right. We followed with the help of a 
spare rope which enabled us to cross the wall. Two short chimneys 
brought us to a very difficult overhanging one. The leader thought 

2 Die Alpen, July 1935, pp. 273-7; Kurz, 1935, p. 288 ; personal com
munication from M. Andre Roch; Alpinisme, No. 41, p. 215. 

3 There was a piton here but we did not require it. 
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it would not go and prospected for another route ; however there was 
no other way and, as Lochmatter had said his party had gone straight 
up the arete, Georges proceeded to force the chimney. It was holdless 
until an overhanging flake could be grasped. He reported that above 
the only way lay up a chimney which looked very bad. However, this 
last chimney, although filled with ice, yielded after a struggle and a 
ledge under an overhang about go ft. up the chimney brought us to 
easy rock to the left. We finished the climb still on the E. face of the 
final pinnacle, as it would have been an anticlimax to join the ordinary 
route; the descent was by the Plan Glacier to the Requin hut. 

A magnificent climb on superb rock. Both guides were of the opinion 
that it is longer and finer than the more advertised Mer de Glace face 
of the Grepon and, with the exception of the one step, Knubel's crack, 
is on the whole more difficult. We had good conditions for our ascent ; 
it would be no doubt impossible otherwise. The difficulties increase 
as the party approaches the top ; at one time we thought we should 
be on the summit by 13.00, but the ascent of the two final chimneys 
took a long time. The four sacks and two axes had to be hauled up 
separately at nearly every ' step.' 

Times: 
Refuge . . • 

Spare rope in couloir • 

Arete attained . • 

Summit . . • 

Requin hut . . • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

dep. 03.00 
• 05.20 
. 07.20 

arr. 15.45, dep. 16.50 
, 19.00 

M. R. FITZGIBBON. 

AIGUILLE nu PETIT DRu, 3732 m. = 12,245 ft. By the N. face. 
July 31-August r, 1935. MM. P. Allain and R. Leininger. 

The route lies to the right, W., of the conspicuous neve patch at 
about half-way up the precipitous face. In general it keeps as near as 
possible throughout to the edge of the N. and W. faces. See the 
account in La Montagne, 1936, pp. 13-16, with a good illustration on 
which the line of ascent is marked. 

Times: 
Montenvers . . . 
Bivouac below neve patch 
Summit . . . 

• 

• 

• 

dep. 10.30 July 31 
, o6.oo August r 

arr. 16.30 

The party throughout this remarkable ascent encountered numerous 
ropes, rings and pitons abandoned during the descent of the face in 
1932,4 and by a party who had made a vain attempt to ascend a day or 
two previous to the successful climb. Our party states that but little 
ironmongery· was added by them to the museum degrading the peak. 
Success was due to ' . . . le maximum de conditions favorables : 
un entrainement considerable a Fontainebleau . . . un equi pement 
rationel, un moral inebranlable.' [!] 

' A.J. 44· 336-7. 
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Pennines 

MoNTE RosA (Dufourspitze), 4638 m. 15,217 ft. By the E. face. 
July 4, 1935. Herren W. Uttendoppler and C. Bosshard, with Adolf 
Schnydrig. 

Photo, Klopfenstein.] 
MoNTE R osA, E. FACE, 1936 ROUTE. 

P = Pedriola Alp. + = Bivouac. L = Labyrinth. 
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This (Swiss) party left Macugnaga on July 3 and proceeded via the 
Pedriola Alp to the Macugnaga Glacier. Fearing ice avalanches in 
the midday heat, they did not mount direct through the icefalls, but 
bore to the S. towards a side arm of that glacier flowing from the 
Punta dei tre Amici, whence they attained the main glacier over a great 
buttress above the icefalls. Thence they bore over neve to the rock 
rib S. of the lmsengrilcken, bivouacking at about 368o m. (Macugnaga 
dep. o6.15, Pedriola Alp dep. 10.30, bivouac arr. 16.30 ). A very severe 
thunderstorm followed by bad weather broke over the party, who 
nevertheless weathered it well in their tent-sack. On July 4, owing to 
weather, the start was delayed. From the Labyrinth (which latter, 
when coming from the Marinelli hut, is attained more to the N.), 
everything was blue ice to the rocks of the Grenzgipfel causing great 
delay. The rocks of the latter peak were partly glazed and very 
difficult. 

T-imes: 
Bivouac . 
Grenzgipfel 
Dufourspitze 
Betemps Hut 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• dep. 05.30 
• " 

16.30 
• " I7.05 
• arr . 20.00 

Although the lower part of the glacier to the bivouac place is not 
difficult, the dangers are certainly greater than by the lower portions 
of the usual route. 

Bernese Oberland 
ALETSCHHORN, 4182 m. 13,721 ft. From the N. (?)August, 1935. 
Herren H. Aufschlager and G. Mitterer. 

The ideal, direct and true N. face route ( !) Both routes [a variation 
accomplished in July, 1935, is referred to] are distant some 300 m. 
from one another at the base of the face and lead up the lower third of 
the said face in approximately the same line to the summit [D.A.Z. 
1935, pp. 331-2]. This route is described [in the last-mentioned 
periodical] as ' first ascent of the N .N .W. face,' and is for 65o m. out 
of a total height of 1100 m. completely exposed to ice and stonefall. 
Both routes, impracticable without prolonged insertion of ice pitons 
and rope-pulley methods, are typical specimens of modern piton
mechanised work combined with total disregard of elementary pre
cautions. It is not the fault of the spike-climber if he succeeds in 
avoiding ice and stonefall, but when such irresponsible undertakings 
end in disaster, it is most certainly untrue to proclaim the victims as 
'heroes.' Literatim from Die Alpen, 1936, p. 100. 

SALBITSCHYN, 2984 m. = 9807 ft. By the s. arete. August I6, 
1935. Herren Alfred and Otto Amstad and G. Masetto. 

From the Sal bit hut, 2110 m., the route leads straight to the base 
of the rock rampart surrounding the lower part of the S. arete of the 
peak. The rampart is scaled by a grassy couloir that furrows it, lead
ing to a not very prominent saddle, 2585 m. Thence progress is 
slightly to the E. of the edge for some 6o ft., the first step being turned 
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to the E. by an abrupt climb, followed by rock and grass to a recessed 
rib which leads once more to the edge. Some 12 ft. to the E. there 
rises a 7o-ft. chimney which is climbed; this chimney is devoid of 
holds and very hard. Good rocks then lead to the arete. Another 
abrupt step is climbed by a chimney, a slab is turned to the right and 
a smooth ledge of some so ft. then leads to the E., below the edge, to a 
little gap, whence the summit pinnacle of the Salbitzahn, 2731 m., is 
climbed. 

The descent into the gap, 27ro m., is not too difficult, whence the 
first 70 ft. are easily climbed just to the left of the arete, or the edge 
itself can be taken, but is harder. The next gap is attained by a 30-ft. 
chimney with great chock-stones. A split slab is taken direct, followed 
by 20 ft. further ascent when a steep and harder rib leads to a minute 
depression in the ridge, where a good if minute stance can be reached 
some 7 ft. higher up. Working oneself higher by a smooth boss, a 
good platform is found 20 ft. above. Now the climb proceeds over a 
great slab by boulder, whence the next pinnacle is turned to the left, 
following which a rib a few feet to the left leads to the crest. Some 
30 ft. of easier climbing follows along the edge to a good platform. 
The ridge itself is next climbed for some 6o ft. very difficult till 
another good stance is found. Two boulders are next easily climbed 
to the gap just in front of the great, slab by wall, forming the key to the 
climb and its greatest difficulty. The climb from the gap is nearly 
vertical for some 15 ft. and is followed by minute threads splitting the 
left edge of the crest. After some 30 ft. of direct and upward progress, 
the crest is reattained to the left piton fixed for rope security. Along 
the ridge another crack in a corner is reached with much difficulty ; 
this crack lies parallel to the edge. Now, with extreme difficulty, the 
party clambered back along the crack to the crest and, after an equally 
hard 20ft., found a further platform. The edge is once more followed 
to a smooth slab which is turned to the left for a few metres below 
yellowish rocks, where a recess is found whence a direct climb of some 
30 ft. leads back to the crest. The edge is then followed to a platform. 
Cairn erected. 

The sharp and following ridge-needle is climbed for two-thirds of 
its height, where a good hold is found to the left facilitating access to 
the next gap. The next and very smooth tower is climbed direct, 
followed by an easy descent into the following gap where progress is 
impeded by a slight and fatiguing overhang. A fine ridge climb leads 
to a twin gendarme. The following gap is attained by an easy descent 
where the last pinnacle is best turned. The remainder of the climb 
leads up the S. face, more or less easily. to the top. 

Times: 
Salbit hut . . • 

Saddle, 2585 m . • 

Salbitzahn . . • 

Gap, 2710 m. . • 

' Very smooth tower ' • 
Summit . . • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

dep. 05·45 
. 07.00-07.2 5 
· o8.45-o9.15 
. 09·30 
. 15.00 
arr. 17 .oo 

• 
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A strong party of two, with a rope of 120ft., should repeat the climb 
in 7- 8! hrs. From the gap, 2710 m., as far as the 'twin gendarme,' 
the difficulties are continuously severe, while the ' great, slabby wall ' 
is of extreme difficulty. The expedition is, for example, harder than 
the famous N. face of Piz Badile.5 The rock is usually excellent. 
May this splendid climb not be profaned by spikes ! A. A. 

WINTERSTOCK (W. peak), 3198 m. == 1o,6oo ft. By the S. face. 
August 21, 1935. Same party. 

From the Albert Heim hut, 2546 m., the party proceeded to the base 
of the S. face (1~ hrs.). The climb begins somewhat to theW. of the 
summit's plumb line, exactly by some white slabs towards which a 
ledge leads to the left from the top in the direction of the neve at the 
base of the wall. Climb at first straight up by steep slabs to the 
uppermost of these, where a diagonal traverse is made to the right over 
a 3-ft.ledge to a recess. The left angle of the latter is climbed and after 
some 2 5 ft. of difficult ascent a good platform is found. The next 
stance is reached by a difficult slab and 2o-ft. crack, somewhat to the 
right. Now over two low steps formed by boulders to a little moss
grown ledge, from the E. end of which the route leads over easy rocks 
to turn to the E., a low tower, by means of a grass and debris ledge. 
Thence progress is by a rib leading towards the summit. The first 
slabby rocks are hard, but the climb then leads over firm rocks and 
becomes most interesting. A step or two is turned to the right just 
before attaining the summit (z!-3 hrs.). 

Note. The party then made the first ascent of the actual summit 
tooth : turning on to the N. face by a vertically split slab, a few holds 
were obtained enabling upward progress. Next. follow about 10 ft. 
of almost holdless rock extremely difficult whence the E. edge is 
attained with less difficulty and is then climbed to the top. 

The climb is interesting and the rock excellent. 

SCHNEESTOCK, 361 I m. = 11,400 ft. By the E. buttress. August 23, 
1935. Same party. 

From the Damma hut, 2447 m., the route lies across the Damma 
neve, leaving point 2952 m. a little to the N., to the first recess of the 
E. buttress or ridge (z! hrs.).6 An easy climb follows to a boss whence, 
a little to the left, a debris ledge can be perceived. Th.e crest is then 
soon again attained over the moderately hard slabs below the great, 
abrupt step of the E. buttress. This very difficult step is climbed 
about half-way up to an overhang. Passing to the right of this an 
extremely difficult bit of 20ft., across a smooth slab, must be negotiated. 
An easier 35 ft. follow straight up to a little ledge leading back to the 
crest. The edge itself cannot be climbed and must be turned on the 
N. slope for some 7o- 8o ft.) after which another extremely hard climb 

6 Ascended by the writer and F. Vogel in July 1935 in 5 hrs. from 
the base [f]. H. L . 

6 Well shown on the map. 



EXPEDITIONS 175 

over somewhat insecure rocks enables one to regain the edge straight 
upwards. Two security pitons were used here. The next overhang
ing boss was turned to the N. just under the crest, the latter being 
regained as soon as possible. The less steep edge is then quickly 
followed to the top (5 hrs.). 

The climb is free from objective dangers. Kletterschuhe are indis
pensable owing to the great difficulty of the upper rocks: these must be 
quite dry. 

KRoNTE, 3108 m. = Io,210 ft. By the S. face (Siidturm). August 12, 
1935. Same party. 

From the Kronte hut the party passing over the pass 283r m., 
skirted the Saas neve to a steep snow and debris gully in the peak's 
W. face, to a little snow and scree glen lying to the W. of the 
Siidturm, ca. 2940 m. This ·was traversed to the base of the climb 
due S. of the said tower. From a block in a notch a long stride gives 
access to the almost perpendicular wall. The party mounted some 
3S ft. close to the edge to a horizontal ledge where a 2o-ft. traverse was 
executed to the W. At this spot they discovered a faintly defined 
cleft which was climbed for So ft. to the right, E., of the edge to a 
shattered and minute ledge. This was followed although splaying out 
soon in the face. Then came the most difficult bit of the ascent
some 120 ft. ; the blunt edge was climbed, keeping at first a little to 
the right for about 45ft., by the most diminutive holds, when the party 
turned over to the left of the crest very exposed and difficult to a 
convenient stance where a security piton was fixed and left. A few 
feet of progress to the right brought them to the commencement of an 
easier bit of ridge whence a little ledge was attained. After a few feet 
along the ledge, the party clambered straight up the face, first by a 
crack, and then a few feet below the crest, afterwards mounting by a 
kind of rib to its junction with the crest. This crest was taken to the 
top of the Siidturm. 

From that tower a steep edge with good holds was descended easily 
for about 120ft.; next they climbed down over two great, loose boulders, 
followed below by .a perpendicular step of IS ft., thus attaining the S. 
face of the Kronte massif. From the gap the party bore to the right 
for some 30 ft. and climbed up slabby rocks towards two narrow 
crevices commencing about so ft. above. Taking the left-hand 
crevice, they reached a small terrace covered with evil debris; peering 
round the corner to the left, they discovered a rib which they mounted 
for about 20 ft., attaining then suddenly the mouth of a cave. Clamber
ing up the edge of a flake, a moss-grown stance was reached, whence 
over now easy rocks the direct ascent of the face could be continued. 
Debris then led easily to the W. summit of the Kronte. 

Times: 
Base of face 
Siidturm . 
W. summit . 

• 

• 

• 
' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

dep. 09.30 
. 12.3S-13.05 

arr. 14.35 

• 
• • 
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Very interesting and striking expedition. The rocks are extremely 
steep and very difficult. A few pitons are needed for security. 

HINTERN FELDSCHYN, ca. 3000 m. = 9843 ft . . No height or name on 
S. map. By the E. ridge. August zo, 1935. Same party. 

From the Hintern Feldschyn-Liicke the route leads to the E. foot of 
the peak. Debris and easy rocks bring one to the E. ridge which is then 
climbed for 70 ft. A traverse then leads to a chimney N. of the edge 
which is climbed (about 130ft. high) to the crest. This is very difficult 
and constitutes the chief trouble of the climb. Now over a boulder 
and a hand-traverse across a split slab on the smooth edge, some 
7-8 ft. long, to a platform on the N. extremely risky for the leader. 
Crevices and the slabby edge, bearing always right-handed, lead to the 
last deep and obvious chimney. Up this chimney for about 30 ft., 
whence a traverse back on a scree ledge to the left and back again on 
to the crest. Now clamber up a 2o-ft. crack, first to a platform and then, 
a few feet higher, to a pebble-strewn stance. Climb up a boulder to 
within 20 ft. or so of an obvious notch. A smooth slab is next traversed 
to the right, followed by a chimney, and then, by gripping a flake split 
off from the face, a platform below the summit is reached with difficulty. 
A traverse to the right leads to the usual route leading up a 40-ft. 
chimney to a rock window. Thence to the right between the great 
summit-boulders to the top (3 hrs.). 

A difficult and interesting climb : height ca. soo ft. 

TI~FENSTOCK, 3513 m. = 11,526 ft. By the N.E. face. June 9, 
1935. Herren M. Bachmann and S. Plietz. 

The N.E. face of the Tiefenstock, some rsoo ft. high, is composed 
of two distinct portions. The lower half is a neve face, while the upper, 
with the exception of a snow couloir furrowing the centre, is entirely 
of rock. This couloir plunging downwa~ds almost in the summit's 
plumb-line was employed in the ascent. The rocks would only be 
accessible with extreme difficulty, forming as they do a smooth roof
shaped rampart, cut off, moreover, towards the base. The climb lies 
up excessively steep neve and is possible under exceptionally favourable 
conditions only otherwise the danger is too great ·from avalanches 
in the couloir early in the year, while later there is much risk from 
stonefall when, mo_reover, the bergschrund could hardly be crossed. 
A very early start, say 01 .oo, is obligatory from the hut. 

The party leaving the Damma hut at 01.30 attained the bergschrund 
(5 hrs.) after a laborious trudge. The latter was crossed after many 
attempts when the party bore straight upwards towards the couloir. 
By this and a subsequent crevice, the summit ridge was attained, whence 
a fine climb in a W. direction brought them to the summit at Io.oo 
(3! hrs.). 

The gentlest portion of the slope above the bergschrund was measured 
as 50°, while the entry and middle part of the couloir average 56°-58° 
The couloir, some so ft. across, bears much resemblance to that of the 
Col du Lion. 

Conditions were excellent except on the Damma Glacier. 



• 

Photo, 5. Flic.·t:: .] 

• 

l 
Photo, A. A m slad.] 

• 

;p ' 

' ' ' ' I . , 

• 

/ 

..:. 
•• • 

.. • 
/ 

j 
l 

~ ' ' • 
/ 

• 
;.I' , r' • • ., 

,,· .. 7 , -·-----,.. --~ . ... ---' .. -------. ' ------' ---

• • 

I ) . , 
. , . 

• ; #' -~ 
il 1 ' -· · 

I. • 
, 

/ 
y 

. . 
' . 

TIEFENSTOCK, N.E. FAcE, SHO\"nNG 1935 Rou TE . 

• 

• • 

• 

• • • 

-.. 

vVI~TERSTOCK, V-l., CE~TRAL A~D s. PEAKS FR0:\1 s., SHO\\"I~G 1935 Rot:TE. 



EXPEDITIONS 177 

Andes 

MT. SosNEADO, ca. SI6o m. I7,ooo ft. First ascent November 17, 
I935· 

Mt. Sosneado is situated in latitude 34 o 45'S. and longitude 70° W., 
and is therefore due W. of Buenos Aires. Going N. from Tierra del 
Fuego it is the first peak in the Andes to exceed sooo m. in height, and 
as such it marks the southern edge of the region of the high peaks on 
which Dr. Reichert has written in his comprehensive work La Explora
cion de la alta Cordillera de Mendoza. It was primarily for this reason 
that it was singled out for attention by the writer of these notes. Access 
is by the Pacific Railway to San Rafael whence a car ride of I so km. is 
required to convey the tourist to the Estancia Sosneado at the edge of 
the Cordillera ; mules are available at cheap rates at this Estancia 
which is for this and other reasons the most indicated as a jumping-off 
place for any climbing party. From it the valley of the River Atuel 
serves as a high road into the heart of the Cordillera. 

Some 70 km. to the W. of the Estancia the Atuel bends sharply 
northwards and the traveller finds himself confronted by a vast cirque 
of glaciers and virgin peaks an ideal region for mountaineering, and 
one which, in view of its easy access from Buenos Aires and its dry 
climate, is worthy of attention from climbers with only limited time 
at their disposal. The Sosneado has attracted little attention, only 
one previous attempt being known to have been made. This attempt 
failed, it seems, from insufficiency of supplies. 

From the E. the Sosneado rises from the foothills in tremendous ice
draped precipices of rock, and by its great size dominates the view 
from the Estancia; it offers, however, an entirely different aspect 
from the W. where long scree slopes almost free from snow are seen 
to lead up to the rock wall 40 m. high which guards the summit. 

It was seen that an ascent from the E. would offer great difficulty 
and probably some danger from avalanches in view of the time of year 
of the attempt (late Spring), and no time was, therefore, lost in 
travelling up the valley to reconnoitre the western side of the mountain. 
A climb to the Lagrimas Pass gave an opportunity for a comprehensive 
survey of the W. face of the Sosneado and it was seen that, apart 
possibly from some difficulty at the final rocky rampart, an ascent was 
feasible from this side. 

In consequence, the base camp in the Atuel valley was left on 
November IS, the party carrying sufficient food for 4 days and Camp I 
established at about 3400 m. on the watershed between the Neild and 
Colorado rivers. Owing to the heavy snowfalls in the preceding 
month, it was found impossible to take the mules any higher than this 
camp. As, however, the summit was still some IO km. away, it was 
decided to carry a light tent and sufficient food for 3 days into the 
hollow below the N. ridge (about 4300 m.) which appeared to be 
within six hours of the top. This plan was accordingly carried out on 
November I6, Camp II being established at the point previously 
decided on, and on November I7 the summit was attained in little 
more than six hours. Apart from the final rampart, mentioned above, 
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the route lay over easy snow slopes and scree ; no serious difficulty 
being encountered. 

It had been seen from below that the barrier formed by the rock 
rampart was not uniform and from its appearance it was surmised 
that a break occurred at about the middle of theW. face. Unfortu
nately no details could be seen, the break being concealed by a spur 
of the wall, but it was the obvious place at which to direct the attempt. 
On reaching the foot of the wall, the surmise was seen to be well
founded, the cliff being breached by a broad cleft leading without any 
difficulty to the summit plateau. 

The summit plateau is of horseshoe shape the remains of a former 
crater, for the Sosneado in company with the majority of the peaks in 
this region was at one time a volcano the summit being at the southern 
extremity of the eastern arm. This plateau is completely free from 
snow owing to the high winds which sweep it from theW., but a snow 
slope commences where the eastern face descends from the summit 
ridge. The occurrence of bare western slopes abutted by easterly 
facing slopes of snow or ice is a common one in the Andes, an example 
on the grand scale being afforded by Aconcagua (7010 m.) which can 
be ascended in summer from the N .W., almost without treading on 
snow, a fact which tourists who have only seen its heavily glaciated 
S. face from the train find hard to believe. 

After descending from the top, another night was spent at Camp II 
and on November 18 this was carried back to I, where mules were 
again available to transport all kit and equipment back to our com
fortable base camp in the Atuel Valley. 
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